
The Water Birds Trail takes you into the heart of the Woodwalton Fen National Nature  

Reserve, visiting two bird hides and the bank of Great Raveley Drain. 
 The ditches on the reserve provide 

vital habitat for many aquatic 
invertebrates, plants and other wildlife. 
¢ƘŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǘŎƘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ƛǎ 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǾŜǊǘŜōǊŀǘŜ 
ƭƛŦŜ ƭǳǊƪƛƴƎ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘΦ aŀƴȅ ƛƴǾŜǊǘŜōǊŀǘŜǎ 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǉǳƛǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀǉǳŀǝŎ ƭƛŦŜ 
ǎǘŀƎŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǇƻƴŘ ǎƴŀƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ  
ǿŀǘŜǊ ōŜŜǘƭŜǎ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƴǝǊŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ  
YŜŜǇ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ DǊŀǎǎ 
{ƴŀƪŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƭƻǇ ƻŦ ŀ ²ŀǘŜǊ 
±ƻƭŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ 
¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ aǳǘŜ 
{ǿŀƴǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ŘƛǘŎƘŜǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ŦƻƻŘΣ ŘǳŎƪǿŜŜŘΦ  
 

Rothschild’s and Gordon’s hides are 
raised on stilts and overlook two 

meres of the same name.  
¢ƘŜ ƳŜǊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфслǎ ŀƴŘ 
мфтлǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ Ŏƭŀȅ ǿŀǎ ŜȄŎŀǾŀǘŜŘ  ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊŜ 
ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ōŀƴƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ 
¢ƘŜ ƳŜǊŜǎ ƴƻǿ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ŀƴŘ 
Ƴŀƴȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊŦƻǿƭ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ 
ƘŜǊŜΦ {ƻƳŜΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ aŀƭƭŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ǳƊŜŘ 
5ǳŎƪΣ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƭƭ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƘƛƭŜ  
ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ²ƛƎŜƻƴ ŀƴŘ tƻŎƘŀǊŘΣ ŀǊŜ 
ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΦ  
Lƴ wƻǘƘǎŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜǎǝƴƎ 
ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴ ¢ŜǊƴǎ  ōǊŜŜŘΦ  
/ƻǊƳƻǊŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƊŜƴ ǎŜŜƴ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻƻΣ ŘǊȅƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƛƴƎǎ ŀƊŜǊ ŬǎƘƛƴƎΦ  

As you stroll along the grassy rides on the Water Bird trail you will be surrounded by 
the sounds of the fens: the rustling of the reeds, the song of a Reed Warbler in summer, or 
just the peace and tranquillity of a place lost in time.  
 

Lƴ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŜŘǎ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōƛǊŘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ wŜŜŘ .ǳƴǝƴƎǎΣ wŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
{ŜŘƎŜ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƴŜǎǘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŜŘ ǎǘŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƛƭȅ ŦƻǊŀƎŜ 
ŦƻǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ǘƻ ŦŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ȅƻǳƴƎΦ  
 
hƴ ŀ ǿŀǊƳ ǎǳƴƴȅ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŀƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘǊŀƎƻƴƅƛŜǎ 

ŀƴŘ ŘŀƳǎŜƭƅƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀǊǾŀŜ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ  ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǘŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǿŀǊƳŜǊ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŦƻǊƳΦ  

¢ƘŜ ŘǊŀƎƻƴƅƛŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǧǊŀŎǘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ǇǊŜŘŀǘƻǊτǘƘŜ IƻōōȅΣ ŀ 

ōƛǊŘ ƻŦ ǇǊŜȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ !ŦǊƛŎŀΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 

ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ŀŎǊƻōŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŜŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŜȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōǊŜŘ ƛƴ ²ƻƻŘǿŀƭǘƻƴ CŜƴ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 
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! ǇŀǝŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ Ƴŀȅ ƎƭƛƳǇǎŜ ŀƴ ŜƭǳǎƛǾŜ 

.ŜŀǊŘŜŘ ¢ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŜŘ ǎǘŜƳǎ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ǎǇƻǘ ŀ  

ǎǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ .ƛǧŜǊƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŜŘǎΦ  

 

The last section of the trail leads to the  
eastern boundary of the reserve and returns 
along the side the Great Raveley drain.  
όtƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƛǎ 

ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŀǘ ǝƳŜǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŜǊƭƻƎƎƛƴƎ ǎƻΣ ƛŦ  
ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜǘǊŀŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ 
ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǝƻƴΦύ 
!ǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƭƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ōŀƴƪ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ 
ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ƅƻŎƪǎ ƻŦ {ƛǎƪƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ wŜŘǇƻƭƭǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŜŜŘ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƭŘŜǊ ǘǊŜŜǎΦ bƻƛǎȅ 
ƅƻŎƪǎ ƻŦ [ƻƴƎ-ǘŀƛƭŜŘ ¢ƛǘǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΥ 
ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ƅȅƛƴƎ ōŀƭƭǎ ƻŦ ƅǳũ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŀƛƭǎΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ 
Ǉŀǎǎ ōȅ ŀƭƭ ǘƻƻ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦ 
 
!ǎ ȅƻǳ ŜƳŜǊƎŜ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ wŀǾŜƭŜȅ 5Ǌŀƛƴ 
ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀŘ ƴƻǊǘƘΣ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ /ƻƳƳƻƴ ¢ŜǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
YƛƴƎŬǎƘŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǇŜŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ  
ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŬǎƘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ  
ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ hǧŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ 
ƴƻǿ ōǊŜŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ CŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘǊƻǇǇƛƴƎǎ 
όǎǇǊŀƛƴǘύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƻŦ ŬǎƘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ  
ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōŀƴƪΦ 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ǘǊŀŎƪ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ 
ōǳǧŜǊƅȅ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 
ǎǳƴƴȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊŜŘ ǎǇƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ  
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳŀΣ hǊŀƴƎŜ ¢ƛǇ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳƻƴ 
.ƭǳŜΦ  
 

This trail is Heritage Lottery Funded 

www.greatfen.org.uk  

4 

¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ CŜƴ ƛǎ ŀ рл-ȅŜŀǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ  

ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ²ƻƻŘǿŀƭǘƻƴ CŜƴ ǘƻ IƻƭƳŜ CŜƴΣ ŎǊŜŀǝƴƎ 

ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŦƻǊ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

ōŜ ƴŜǿ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ǊƻǳǘŜǎΣ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ 

ƅƻƻŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦŀǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ  

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ-ǎŎŀƭŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŦƻǊ 

ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΦ  

Woodwalton Fen is a National Nature Reserve, a 
Special Protection Area and a wetland of  
international importance listed by the Ramsar 
Convention. It is managed by Natural England. 
 
Discover more trails, news, photos and film on 
the Great Fen website, www.greatfen.org.uk  
or please get in  touch with the team. 
 

Great Fen team 
¢ŜƭΥ   01487 710420 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ƛƴŦƻϪƎǊŜŀǜŜƴΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 
¢ƘŜ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜΣ /ƘŀǇŜƭ wƻŀŘΣ 
wŀƳǎŜȅ IŜƛƎƘǘǎΣ  t9нс нw{Φ ό 
¦ǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǘŀũŜŘ фŀƳ-пǇƳ aƻƴ-CǊƛύΦ 
 
For any enquiries directly relating 
to the National Nature Reserve, 
please contact Natural England: 
  01487 812363 
 
This trail guide is also available in 
large print  from the Great Fen 
team. 
 

Explore Wildlife:  
the Waterbirds Trail 
WOODWALTON FEN 

NATIONAL NATURE RESERVE 
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