
A historic landscape
The history of the Fens is layered
through the peat. The medieval
economy was based on abundant
natural resources, supporting
activities such as fishing, reed
cutting, grazing and wildfowling. 

In the 17th century, with backing
from Charles I, the Fens were
drained for agriculture, often
against the wishes of local people.
This eventually produced the
intensively managed landscape 
we see today.

A fen for the future

Contact Details
To find out more about this project, please write to:
Chris Gerrard, Great Fen Project Manager,
c/o The Wildlife Trust, The Manor House, Broad Street, 
Great Cambourne, Cambridge CB23 6DH 
Telephone: 01954 713500 or email: info@greatfen.org.uk 
www.greatfen.org.uk

Great Fen Project Partners

www.greatfen.org.uk

Great Fen ProjectVisiting today
Woodwalton Fen – This beautiful nature reserve is
one of Britain’s oldest, purchased in 1910 by The Hon
Charles Rothschild. It covers 208 hectares and
comprises wildflower meadows, reedbeds and
woodland, as well as ditches and meres. It hosts a vast
range of wildlife including 400 types of plants, such as
the rare Fen Violet, and many species of birds and
invertebrates. The fen is always open to visitors and is a
wonderful place to explore. Dogs are not allowed, but
are welcomed on a lead at Holme Fen. Parking is
available alongside the drain.

Holme Fen – The largest silver birch woodland in
lowland England, Holme Fen covers an area of 266
hectares. Alder, Sallow and other trees can also be
seen. Other habitats include heath and open water. The
reserve supports many species, such as Small Copper
butterfly, Nightingale and Cross-leaved heath. The
reserve is always open and dogs are welcome on leads.

Both Woodwalton Fen and Holme Fen are managed by
Natural England. If you would like more information,
call the Site Manager on 01487 812363 or visit
www.naturalengland.org.uk

Darlow’s Farm – currently being restored to wetland
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Land has been purchased next to both nature reserves
in the project area.  Restoration has started on some of
this land, encouraging new habitats to develop.  Other
areas will be restored over the coming years.

Eventually, a significant tract of the Fens will be
restored, creating a living landscape for the 21st

century. The Great Fen Project will provide a
breathing space for people and wildlife in

breathtaking countryside.

The Holme Post shows
the effect of drainage
on ground levels.The
top of the post was at
ground level in 1848.

This leaflet is supported by:

Choose how you’d like to pay
I enclose a cheque payable to the Wildlife Trust BCNP

Please debit my card

Do one more thing for wildlife
Are you a UK taxpayer?  If so, every £1 you give could be worth £1.28
to wildlife – at no cost to you.  Simply complete the box below.
I am a UK taxpayer and I would like all donations made to the Wildlife Trust
in the last 6 years and in future to be treated as Gift Aid donations.  I
understand that I must be paying income tax and/or capital gains tax at
least equal to the amount being reclaimed.

Name Date

If in future you no longer pay tax equal to the tax that we reclaim, you should cancel
your declaration. In this case please contact us.

/ /

Switch only

If you would like to receive the bi-annual Great Fen 
newsletter and other information on the project, 
please tick here. 

If you would like to find out about volunteering 
opportunities with the Great Fen Project, please 
tick here.

If you would like to receive information about other 
Wildlife Trust conservation projects, please tick here.

Please return this form to: The Wildlife Trust BCNP, FREEPOST
ANG10646, Cambridge CB23 6DH

Card number

Start date Expiry date                     

Issue No. (Switch only)

Signature

The Wildlife Trust Registered Office: The Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire,
Northamptonshire and Peterborough, The Manor House, Broad Street, Cambourne,
Cambridge CB23 6DH.  Registered charity no. 1000412  Company no. 2534145
www.wildlifebcnp.org

Thank you!



Conservation
Since 1600, over 99% of the original Fen wetlands
have been lost. The Great Fen Project will connect and
surround the vitally important Woodwalton Fen and
Holme Fen National Nature Reserves, buffering them
from nearby farmland. 

As the landscape evolves, new habitats will develop,
providing homes for Fenland wildlife such as Bittern,
Water Vole and Fen Violet. Lost species such as
Common Crane and Swallowtail butterfly may return.

The Great Fen Project

One of the most exciting habitat restoration
projects ever undertaken in Britain, the Great
Fen Project will create a 3,700 hectare
wetland between Huntingdon and
Peterborough.This will safeguard threatened
habitats and wildlife, and provide for leisure,
tourism and business.The project is a
partnership between the Environment
Agency, Huntingdonshire District Council,
Middle Level Commissioners, Natural England
and the Wildlife Trust.The partners are
working with local people to achieve common
goals for the project area.

Recreation and Access
The Great Fen will be an
inspirational place to visit – a
mosaic of open water, reedbeds,
grassland and woodland, with
sudden and surprising changes in
landscape. It will be possible to
wander all day without retracing
your footsteps.  This new landscape
will be accessible by land and water.
Coming generations could enjoy old
Fen pastimes like boating, skating
and angling.

Local business opportunities
Visitors will need food and
drink, and somewhere to stay.
They may hire bikes, boats or
horses. Demand for guided
tours, education and training,
local crafts and locally produced
food will create new jobs, as will
the need to manage the
landscape.  Traditional industries
such as rearing cattle and
harvesting reeds and willow
could be revived.

Key

National Nature 
Reserves

Land secured by 
project partners

Other land in the
project area

Please help the 
Great Fen Project

Please complete in block capitalsContact details
Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss Forename

Surname

Address

Postcode Telephone

The Great Fen Project partners need your help
to create this massive conservation area for
wildlife and people. Funds are needed for
land purchase, habitat restoration and visitor
facilities. Please become part of this exciting
effort by sending a gift today.

Yes, I would like to help. I will give:

£25 £50

£100 £250

£500 £1000

My own amount £

I would also consider making a regular donation to
the Project. Please contact me about this.

Your details will only be used by the Wildlife Trust, one of the
Great Fen Project Partners. We may from time to time include
your details in our market research and analysis. If you would
prefer us not to use your details in this way, please tick here.

Continued over


